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Scripture: Matthew 2: 1-12 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? 

 For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him."  When Herod the 

king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  They 

told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: 

  'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means the least among the 

rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel." 

 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 

appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child, 

and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship him."  

When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in 

the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was.  When 

they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they 

saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.  Then, opening 

their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold, and frankincense and myrrh.  And being warned 

in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 

 

 

 One verse of a famous Christmas carol says of the wise men: 

 As they offered gifts most rare at that manger rude and bare; so may we with holy joy, pure, 

and free from sin's alloy, all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heavenly 

King. 

 

The Magi brought from the East the costliest treasures of the known world.  Because of the three 

gifts, it has become tradition in the West to suppose that there were three Magi.  Eastern tradition 

says, however, that there were twelve.  Both three and twelve are sacred numbers of wholeness, so 

we can be assured that this story points to a special kind of spiritual wholeness, quite apart from the 

physical details. 

 

The storyteller O. Henry has written a marvelous tale named The Gift of the Magi, of a couple very 

much in love.  They married and for a while enjoyed the benefits of upper middle class affluence.  

Then they experienced financial reverses, and he was no longer able to provide for her in the 

manner in which he would have liked.  They eventually became quite poor.  One Christmas each 

wanted desperately to give the other something special, something to speak of the great love each 

had for the other in spite of their impoverished condition.  The woman decided she would sell her 

lovely long hair and use the money to purchase a handsome chain for her husband's pocket watch.  

The man decided he would sell his prized pocket watch and purchase tortoise shell combs for his 

wife's beautiful hair.  Imagine their reaction when each found that the other had sold the prized 

possession in order to magnify the enjoyment of the other's treasure. 

 

Where do we come into the story?   



Are we the Magi?   

Are we the lovers?   

Are we the gifts?   

Is there something about us that God considers a treasure?   

Let us think on these things. 

 

The wise men looked for a sign and followed it.  They saw, followed, asked, fell down, worshipped, 

opened, and offered their gifts.  The lovers followed their great devotion to each other.  We need a 

sign--we must seek a sign to lead us to that which we can spontaneously fall down before and 

worship.  The Magi had been seeking a long time.  Perhaps we have been as well. 

 

The gifts of the wise men were exactly right.  They honored the infant as prophet, priest, and king.  

The gift of gold honored the kingship as that of an earthy king and the magnificence and splendor 

of his kingdom.  The frankincense honored the priest, being an element of worship in the offerings 

to Yahweh.  The myrrh honored the prophet and the humanity of the babe. 

 

The lovers' gifts were exactly right as well.  They honored that which was most prized by the other. 

 Ponder what long hair and the time piece represented.  Status perhaps--as a grown woman who had 

the means and time to care for herself in a genteel manner; as a man of industry and education to 

whom time was important, whose business was connected with knowing the time of day. 

 

Our gifts must also be exactly right--to honor that which is our inner child--and that prize of our 

consciousness.   

 

What is your costliest treasure? 

 a material possession? 

 a relationship? 

   something you can identify within your personality? 

 

Close your eyes and think silently a moment.  See what you can identify as your treasure.  How 

would you go about offering it to God? 

 

God wants us to offer him our best treasure--not that he intends to take it away from us and keep it, 

but so that he can transform it into something even better.  In return for our best gift, he will give us 

his: the peace and joy we so long for in our hearts. 

 

We are the Magi and we are their gifts--the gold, frankincense and myrrh that represent prophet, 

priest, and king-- 

the three roles God wants to play in our lives. 

 

God desires to become prophet, priest, and king in our lives.  Our gift to him is permission to 

become our prophet, priest, and king. 

 

As prophet he wants to guide us to a place of greater communion.  As priest he wants to introduce 

us to the mysteries of our innate spirituality.  As king he wants to become the ruler of our lives in 

order to cause us to become more and more like himself. 



 

Our hearts seem to melt at the story of the lovers, not because she no longer had long, lovely hair to 

hold the combs nor he a watch to attach to the chain she bought him, but because of the totally 

unselfish gift of love that prompted the selling of her hair and his watch. 

 

God wants to be in relationship with us like the relationship of this couple--loving each other so 

devotedly that both we and God follow the leading of that love to give each other indescribably 

wonderful gifts of communion. 

 

Let us bring to God our prized possession and ask that he take it and transform our gift--and us--

into his costliest treasure. 

 

We are--each one of us--prophets, priests, and kings--divine children of our God--and our purpose 

is to experience the riches of our own being. 
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