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Scripture   Genesis 3:1-10: 

Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the Lord God had 

made.  He said to the woman, 'Did God say, "You shall not eat of any tree of the 

garden"?'  And the women said to the serpent, 'We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 

garden but God said, "You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the 

garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die."'  But the serpent said to the women, 'You 

will not die.  for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 

will be like God, knowing good and evil.'  So when the women saw that the tree was good 

for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make 

one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, and he ate. 

 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed 

fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.   

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 

and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the 

trees of the garden.  But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 'Where are 

you?'  And he said, 'I heard the sound of thee in the garden, and I was afraid, because I 

was naked; and I hid myself.' 

 

God's first question to Adam.  God's perennial question to us. 

'Where are you?' 

 

You know the story.  Almost everyone knows the story.  Nearly every novel, movie, sermon, 

essay makes some reference to Eden and the story of what transpired there.  An earlier Genesis 

passage tells us the man and woman were naked and not ashamed.  Here Adam was hiding.  

Ashamed.  Attempting to hide nakedness with fig leaves.  Attempting to hide himself among the 

trees of the garden. 

 

There was a breach of trust, a brokenness in relationship that had to be addressed.  Adam's way 

was to cover up and hide, to run away.  God's way was to come looking, to seek out. 

 

Which way have we chosen?  Adam's?  Have we been trying to cover up with excuses?  with 

blaming?  with running away?  or God's?  Are we running after?  seeking out?  asking questions? 

 attempting to find a way to re-establish relationship? 

 

'Adam' means man, everyman, each of us.  We've been living out our Adamhood--the shame, the 

blame, the running, the hiding.  And still God calls "where are you?" 

 

Don't be fooled.  God knows where we are--not just physically but more importantly, spiritually.  

God knows everywhere we've been and what we've been doing--and where we are now.  And still 

he calls, "where are you?"  Not calling us to identify our physical location.  Not even calling us to 

send up a flare or leave behind a clue. 



 

The question pushes us to identify our location for ourselves, to ourselves--what we popularly 

call "reality check."  Where are you?  Where are we?  Where are we on a scale of 1 to 10? 

 

Shame leads to blame leads to maim--maiming of relationship, and that leads to hide and seek.  

Where are you?  The purpose of God's question and the motivation for his pushing our "reality 

check" is not to convict and condemn and oust.  That's already happened.  Our feelings of anger 

and guilt drove us out of Eden a long time ago. 

 

God's motivation is not further condemnation but rather reconciliation.  He wants to show us the 

way back to the garden.  He knows we've lost our way and he wants to help us find our way back 

home. 

 

He doesn't force us back to Eden.  He calls, and we must respond with confession.  We try to find 

our own way back but we can't get there on our own. 

 

Shame is the all-pervading sense of disgrace at our insufficiency and inadequacy.  Blame is the 

projection of our own guilt outward onto someone else.  Maim is the deep woundedness in 

relationship.  When we maim someone in relationship, we owe that person an apology if healthy 

relationship is ever to be re-established.  (Which one of the 12 steps includes that?) 

 

That apology is what is necessary before God can show us the way home.  The 

apology/confession sets our feet on the right road, just as the corresponding step in the 12-step 

program moves us along the road to recovery.  It is an absolutely essential element.  That's why 

all through the Bible God calls for a turning around in man--a confession, an admitting of the 

broken relationship. 

 

In that confession, perhaps we are also asking 'Where are you?' in search of God's ear, in the hope 

that he will hear the confession and make himself known to us again in relationship. 

Our confession puts us in sync with God's way of handling the situation of broken relationship.  

Just as God went in search of Adam with His question, 'Where are you?’, we go in search of God 

with a confession, an apology to offer. 

 

Logistically this behavior makes sense as the only way to meet God.  Adam and God were 

moving in the same direction: Adam running away, God following.  We turn and go in the 

opposite direction--to meet God and establish new relationship. 

 

We can't help but wonder what might have happened if Adam had confessed immediately and 

begged forgiveness.  The point is not how short or long a time the relationship has been broken 

between us and our Higher Power.  Whenever/wherever confession and true remorse is 

experienced and expressed, forgiveness is automatic and new relationship immediate.  God's 

point--His purpose--is restored relationship--a relationship that recreates us in Adam and Eve's 

original spiritual state: naked--that is, real, experiencing our real selves--and unashamed.  Where 

the question 'where are you?' need not be asked again, because we are in constant communion 

with God. 


