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Jeremiah: 31:1-13  

"At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall 

be my people." 

Thus says the Lord: 

"The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness; when Israel sought 

for rest, the Lord appeared to him from afar.  I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 

Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall adorn 

yourself and 

 

Sing aloud 

A great company, they shall return 

 

Their life shall be like a watered garden, and they shall languish no more. 

 

I will turn their mourning into joy 

 

My people shall be satisfied with my goodness, says the Lord. 

 

Throughout the Hebrew scripture the image of water is used extensively, and it's no wonder 

because the Hebrews were a nomadic people.  They traveled in a desert-like region and lived in 

tents.  As people in a very arid, dry region, they looked forward to finding an oasis. 

 

Now we all are familiar with the fact that lots of times when one has been in a desert for a long 

time, looking for a place of water, an oasis, one begins to see images of an oasis that's not really 

there. And as he goes closer and closer, and as the image becomes bigger and more exciting, 

suddenly it fades.  And I propose that there are some dry areas in our lives, and to water those 

dry areas, we, too, look for oases, places where we will be renewed by something which in 

scripture is represented by water. We see, rather we think we see, and go toward that, and 

unfortunately, when we get there we find that it's not what we need.  I propose that one of the 

reasons you are here is that you have seen various oases, various places of comfort and rest and 

renewal and perhaps you’ve gotten to that place and experienced what you hoped would be 

renewal.  But it wasn't the kind of renewal that you needed.  Or perhaps you kept moving 

toward that place only to have it disappear.  And there is a dryness in your life that needs to be 

watered, that needs to be renewed. 

 

One of our favorite passages of scripture and probably the one passage that we know if indeed we 

only know one passage of scripture is the 23rd Psalm.  which also talks about the renewal of 

water. 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 



He makes me to lie down in green pastures, he leads beside still waters 

 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil. 

 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 

house of the Lord forever. 

 

In the New Testament  Jesus often refers to God and to himself as the living water.  There is a 

story in the gospel of John, probably one of the most well known stories, where Jesus meets a 

Samaritan woman at a well. 

 

This is an outrageous story, because Jews didn't have anything to do with Samaritans, and if 

possible, would take the long way around so they wouldn't have to go through Samaritan territory 

when traveling.  And to even speak to a Samaritan woman was absolutely taboo.  Samaritan 

women weren't even supposed to be out alone during the day or night.  To find a woman out 

alone would indicate that she was very probably a prostitute.   

 

But Jesus chooses to go into Samaria and has a conversation with this woman.  It's interesting 

that some of the most famous stories concerning J happen as a result of the Pharisees plotting to 

arrest Jesus or make trouble for him.  So to avoid such a confrontation, Jesus leaves and goes to 

certain place where an episode happens.  Or there are crowds of people who have learned who 

he is and begin to come to him for healing, and it's just more than he can handle at the moment. 

We assume here that he was exhausted.  

 

John 4:1-4, 21 

 

Now when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more 

disciples than John..., he left Judea and departed again to Galilee.  But he needed to go 

through Samaria.. 

  

Woman, believe me, the hour is coming and now is 

God is spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth. 

 

This is one of a umber of instances in the life of Jesus when he mentions w and specifically talks 

about living water.  The disciples had as much difficulty understanding the idea of living water 

that comes in a spiritual way as we do today.  There were lots of questions from those who were 

his closest friends.  And after Jesus died, God came to them in the form of a Spirit and filled 

them and by that experience they not only believed, they understood, because they had some of 

that living water in themselves.  Water, I think is a wonderful image of God because we know 

that in times of famine or siege or someone being lost, we can go without food for a long time, 

but our bodies cannot exist very long without water.  So we're called to meditate on the idea of 

another kind of water.  Jesus said with this other kind of water you will not thirst.  With this 

other kind of water, once we begin experiencing it, it continues to flow in our lives--perhaps 

sometimes just a trickle perhaps, but it will continue to quench our thirst for something of the 

energy and peace and joy that God intends for us to have. 



 

God wants to water us, to feed us, to give us this living water, and when we receive it, we not 

only exp. a great refreshment in our own lives but there is water in us that reaches out to sprinkle 

other people.  The image that we become different and other people see that we are different.  

Now we can't give them the living water that we have experienced, but we can tell them where it 

came from. 

 

To change images a moment, an ancient East Indian Christian said once that Christianity is 

basically one beggar telling another where he found food.  And using the water image: true 

refreshment, true renewal comes from one who has experienced some of it telling another where 

he found it.   

 

I was thinking about a little electric water garden this morning and the image came to me that just 

as a little water garden does not trickle down by someone continuing to pour water from the 

outside.  It is propelled by the little motor from the inside that pushes the water up.  And the 

same is true for us.  Our ability to give drink to other people is not fueled from what we do on 

the outside but what happens to us as a result of our meditation.   

Perhaps you have something to add to that: 

 

When you put a little bit of water on your hand, you really can't see it.  You can see in front of 

you a huge ocean, but one drop at a time you really can't see.  Sign. when you think of the guy 

who said the 10,000 mile journey starts with one step.  In our recovery, one step at a time, one 

day at a time, one drop at a time.  And before you know it you're wet..  I am one that tends to 

want to dive in head first but that's just not the way we were designed.  I could not digest a 

waterfall but I can take one drop at a time.  It's invisible.  You can't see it but you can feel it.  

I've heard some of us try to define our feelings, but it's actually unnecessary because the rest of us 

could see that they had gotten some water. 

 

To experience God as a waterfall is almost more than our psyche can handle but it is a graphic 

image for God.  The experience of God  is something to be experienced for the rest of our lives, 

just like fresh water, thirst quenching and delicious. 

 

God wants to water us with living water, then we become alive, able to sustain something living, 

the living Holy Spirit, and then are able to sprinkle other people with water which they enjoy so 

much that they go in search of their own source of Living Water.  What a marvelous image - we 

become water gardens. 


