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Scripture: 

Luke 2: 10, 14 

And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 

which will come to all the people: . . . glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 

men with whom he is pleased!” 

 

An angel is a messenger of God, sometimes even considered God in another form—one of the 

many forms of God since God is a spirit and can take numerous forms in man’s imagination.  

When we red of an angel appearing in the bible we can be sure that something important is 

happening.  Angels never appear at insignificant events.  In the Nativity story the angels occupy 

an essential position.  “Good news of a great joy.  .Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace among men. . .”  God news of great joy—for all of us! 

 

The message is a good one.  No judgment.  No criticism.  No condemnation.  The most positive 

of all messages.  God wants us to let his divinity be born—experienced—in us.  god wants us to 

experience in greater measure what it means to be God—the essence of God himself:  divine joy, 

ecstasy, excitement—a natural high that is better than any alcohol or drugs can give us. 

 

Any God that can create human beings in his own image—and all the rest of creation---can do 

anything—and certainly what he most wants.  Each of us is just as human—and divine—as Jesus 

was.  Bethlehem—his Nativity—was a special message from God saying he had already been 

born in every human being in the past and would be born in every human being in the future. 

 

The Bethlehem birth represents God’s desire and intention for us to experience his being born in 

each of us.  How we see our relation to God doesn’t matter.  What we believe about God isn’t 

even important.  What is important is whether we want a new beginning, enough to let go of 

preconceived notions and conditions, enough to let go of everything we need to let go of  in 

order to let God work a miracle in us. 

 

The Jesus story  is our story.  Angels also proclaimed our birth as God celebrated his coming into 

the world in our flesh—even though no special star glowed over the labor room, even though no 

shepherds heard the choirs, even though no oriental kings came with gifts. 

 

There is another Nativity story that wants to be told—that wants to be experienced in us:  the 

birth of God’s own spirit in us in such a way that we are conscious of it—the kind of second 

birth portrayed in the Resurrection story. 

 

Christmas and Easter are inextricably linked.  But in the Christian narrative they both point to the 

most important birth God intends us to experience: that of a conscious awareness of his divinity 

within us. 

 



The angel’s message at Nativity is echoed in the  voice of God at Jesus’ Baptism.  “Thou art my 

beloved son’ with thee I am well pleased.” (Luke 3:22f)  God wants you to hear that same 

message.  Eventually everything is going to work around in your life so you will experience joy 

and peace.  God is going to make it happen!  That’s why he created you—for joy and peace.  

That is what God wants for us above everything.  Interesting, isn’t it, that what we most want is 

also what God most wants for us. 

 

So Nativity and Baptism and Resurrection represent parts of our life as well.  All parts of the 

Jesus story are parts of our story.  God wants us individually to hear his special good tidings of 

great joy—the special message that each of us is his beloved child in whom he is well pleased.  

And when we are able to hear that message, we will experience an indescribable personal 

resurrection (and that will let the world know we have heard the message and that it is intended 

for everyone).  We have been created in the image of God.  We have experienced our humanity.  

Now God wants us to experience our divinity.  Peace and joy!! Really good news!! 

 

Ask God to give you your own personal message—from your own personal angel—the message 

that he has good news of joy and peace for you.  God has been born in us at our creation.  What 

he wants is to be re-born in us in such a way that we can experience his u unique joy and peace. 


