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Scripture: Revelation 3:14-22 

And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 'The words of the Amen, the faithful 

and true witness, the beginning of God's creation. 

I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot.  Would that you were cold or 

hot!  So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of my 

mouth.  For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing; not knowing that 

you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.  Therefore I counsel you to buy from 

me gold refined by fire, that you may be rich, and white garments to clothe you and to 

keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, that 

you may see.  Those whom I love, I reprove and chasten; so be zealous and repent.  

Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my voice and opens the door, I 

will come in to him and sup with him, and he with me.  He who conquers, I will grant 

him to sit with me on my throne, as I myself conquered and sat down with my Father on 

his throne.  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

 

Holman Hunt, a famous British artist, chose the verse "I stand at the door and knock" as the 

inspiration for a picture he entitled "The Light of the World," which is called by some "one of the 

noblest work of sacred art ever produced." (Christ and the Fine Arts, p. 622) 

 

Someone has described Hunt's picture as a mystery of color and a blending of light and shade that 

move the soul to devotion and worship.  It portrays the moment when Divine Love issues a call 

to human choice, an invitation to decision. (Ibid.) 

 

Paradoxical and ambiguous symbols confront the viewer throughout the painting.  Figuring 

significantly in the picture is a closed door, containing no exterior latch, barred with nails, and 

having rusty hinges.  Its threshold is overgrown with brambles and weeds.  It represents the 

door of the human heart. 

 

In symbolic language the door represents a transition from one realm to another and a closed 

door often points to a hidden secret.  This door is covered over with ivy, which from the time of 

the ancient Greeks signified immortality.  So this closed door which can only be opened from 

the inside represents the human heart, and as such, contains the hidden, immortal secrets of our 

own souls. 

 

Jesus approaches this door at night, garbed as prophet, priest, and king.  In the role of prophet, 

he wears a white robe.  The decorated breast plate denotes the priesthood.  As king, the crown 

of gold intertwined with thorns signifies royalty. 

 

He brings a two-fold light: a lantern in his hand and the light radiating from his face.  The 

lantern in his hand is said to represent the light of conscience which reveals sin.  The fire within 

the lantern is red and fierce.  Within its radiance we see the door, the weeds, and at Jesus' feet an 



apple, symbol of sin and dismissal from Paradise. 

 

The light from Jesus' face reveals an appealing expression portraying the tenderness of God.  

Although he carries the light which penetrates our darkest guilt, he is the light which offers the 

hope of salvation. 

 

With careful scrutiny we see a bat hovering above the door. 

Although the Bible seems to count it among impure, malevolent animals, the bat is also 

associated with immortality because it lives in the heights.  Its ability to orient itself to the dark 

caused African peoples to view the bat also as a symbol of intelligence. 

 

Remember that this image of the Christ standing at the door knocking is part of a vision that 

came to the apostle John.  And John's vision is for all of us!  Anything representive of 

wholeness in an individual vison is symbolic for the entire community.  John's revelation is an 

image that can mean much to each of us.  It can be a reflection of our own spiritual life--with 

both the negative and the positive aspects of door, vegetation, light, and even the bat. 

 

Listen to the key verse again: 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my voice and opens the door, I 

will come in to him and sup with him, and he with me.  

 

Notice that the emphasis is on communal relationship.  "I will sup with him, and he with me."  

The supping emphasizes the with.  This supping is a reciprocal affair: "I...with him and he with 

me."  God wants communion--authentic relationship where we, not forgetting who God is and 

who we are, nevertheless commune as special friends, kindred spirits, intimates, where each has 

something to give and receive in relation to the other. 

 

We must first decide whether we are willing to open our door and if we are, whether we want to 

invite this supper guest into our dwelling place.  The decision is ours.  The meal is guaranteed 

to be delicious. 

 

Meditate on the following:  'I will come into him and sup with him, and he with me.' 

 

 

 

 

 


