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Scripture: Luke 22:7-23 

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be 

sacrificed.  So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, 'Go and prepare the Passover for us, 

that we may eat it.'  They said to him, 'Where will you have us prepare it?'  He said to 

them, 'Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet 

you; follow him into the house which he enters, and tell the householder, "The Teacher 

says to you, Where is the guest room, where I am to eat the Passover with my disciples?"  

And he will show you a large upper room furnished; there make ready.'  And they went, 

and found it as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover. 

And when the hours came, he sat at table, and the apostles with him.  And he said 

to them, 'I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I Tell 

you I shall not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.'  And he took a cup, and 

when he had given thanks he said, 'Take this, and divine it among yourselves; for I tell 

you that from now on I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 

comes.'  And he took bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to 

them, saying, 'This is my body which is given for you  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

And likewise the cup after supper, saying, 'This cup which is poured out for you is the 

new covenant in my blood.” 

 

 

Remember that Passover was not a new event.  It was an A.D. celebration of a B.C. event.  It 

was a re-experiencing of the Exodus event, where God delivered the Israelites out of Egypt.  

More than simply reading the story each year, they told the elements of the story and they ate 

certain things to symbolize events that made deliverance necessary. 

 

They ate bitter herbs, including horseradish, to represent their oppression.  They ate chopped 

apple and honey to remind them of the mortar that they had to mix to put in the bricks for the 

pyramids.  They ate the sacrificial lamb, whose blood was put above their doors which protected 

them from the angel of death that visited the Egyptian families.  They ate unleavened bread, 

baked in a hurry because they had to be ready to leave practically on a moment's notice. They 

drank wine, signifying God's bountiful goodness to them.  And they ate eggs, symbol of new life 

that God promised after deliverance. 

 

So Jesus doesn't invent the celebration.  Passover was inaugurated thousands of years before 

Jesus was born.  But Jesus does do some interesting things.  He pares down the menu to the two 

basic elements--bread and wine--what we call the 'staff of life.'  And he says 'eat and drink from 

now on in remembrance of me.'  Someone has suggested that a better translation of that passage 

would be 're-experience this for me.' 

 

But how to we re-experience this event when we weren't there for the original happening? 

 



Dominico Ghirlandaio, one of the Italian Renaissance artists, painted a depiction of "The Last 

Supper" in the late 1400s.  Ghirlandaio was so impressed with the wealth and luxury of Florence 

that he used elaborate decorations in his portrayals of religious themes.  His ornately staged 

setting for the Passover meal provides luxurious atmosphere for the sacramental meal but cannot 

alter the simplicity of the tableau: the typical table activity, a meal among intimates, the most 

common elements of bread and wine, given new significance as Jesus tells the 12 to continue 

often to eat and drink with him paramount in their minds. 

 

The dictionary states that to remember is to bring back to memory and indicates a mental activity. 

 To re-experience suggests the involvement of the entire personality.  Why would Jesus propose 

that we become so totally involved in the eating and drinking that they re-experience it for him?   

 

We cannot remember in the sense of bringing back to mind something we have already 

experience because we were not in the Upper Room.  But what about re-experience? 

 

Does that mean we are to try to get inside Jesus's skin and feel what he must have felt as he faced 

persecution and crucifixion? 

 

Perhaps when Jesus says "do this," he is inviting all who will to allow themselves to experience 

the brokenness of their own lives. Only at the broken places can healing take place--not the kind 

that offers Band-Aids but a healing that comes from explorative surgery that cuts out the diseased 

tissue and allows a restoration from the inside out. 

 

We are called to fully experience the suffering in our lives, deep down where we experience a 

kind of despair over the crucifixion of wee we once knew or hopes to know of the abundant life.  

What is intended is that since each of us is a unique incarnation as God's own child, each of us is 

called to experience that Upper Room event reenacted in us. 

 

Ghirlandaio includes a Latin inscription along the walls of his fresco.  It is a rather free 

translation of Jesus' words as recorded in Matthew and Mark: "I am passing on to you, just as my 

Father has passed the kingdom on to me, in order that you may eat and drink at my table in my 

kingdom above."   

 

Puzzling that the painter chose not to quote directly from one of the gospels.  Perhaps his using 

different words from the exact words of Jesus is the artist's way of emphasizing that Jesus is also 

talking to us. 

 

And, referring to the inscription again, what is it that he is passing on to us?  the kingdom?  or 

perhaps the means to the kingdom?  And if the latter, what became the means of Jesus' entering 

the kingdom of his father above?  the broken body and spilled blood as symbolized in the bread 

and wine that he has just offered them. 

 

Remember that Jesus says to do this eating and drinking frequently.  We certainly experience 

brokenness frequently in this life, so perhaps we do indeed need to "break bread" often in a 

re-experiencing through remembering.   



 

Amidst all the elegance of his painting, all of which is part of the temporary, transitory world, 

Ghirlandaio places strong symbols of eternity: citron and cypress trees--sacred evergreens in the 

ancient Middle East; falcons, representative of the divine because of their strength, beauty, and 

ability for high flight; pheasants, symbols of cosmic harmony because together their sons, dance, 

and wing sounds are all associated with thunder; peacock,  

 

Could it be that in the partaking of the elements of this meal Jesus wants us to have such an 

experience that we will catch a glimpse of the sacred and eternal elements in our own soul? 

 

Bread becomes the symbol of our own broken bodies, and the Word of God reminds us that just s 

in the Jesus story, the brokenness in our lives is a part of the necessary process leading to a new 

wholeness. 

 

And the cup we drink is the new promise offered by God: New Life.  After the experience of 

brokenness comes the realization that God has new life for us, represented by the cup, which 

Jesus also calls elsewhere the cup of salvation.  We are all invited to eat and drink--and 

participate in a unique experience. 

 

Meditate on how the bread and wine represent your own body and the broken places that need 

healing. 

 

 

 


