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Scripture John 9: 1-41 

 

As he [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth.  And his disciples 

asked him, 'Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?'  Jesus 

answered, 'It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might 

be manifest in him.  We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night 

comes, when no one can work.  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.' 

 As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's 

eyes with the clay, saying to him, 'Go, wash in the pool of Siloam' (which means Sent).  

So he went and washed and came back seeing.  The neighbors and those who had seen 

him before as a beggar, said, 'Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?'  Some said, 'It 

is he'; others said, 'No, but he is like him.'  He said, 'I am the man.'  They said to him, 

'Then how were your eyes opened?'  He answered, 'The man called Jesus made clay and 

anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went and washed and 

received my sight.'  They said to him, 'Where is he?'  He said, 'I do not know.' 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.  Now it was 

a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes.  The Pharisees again asked 

him how he had received his sight.  And he said to them, 'He put clay on my eyes, and I 

washed, and I see.' Some of the Pharisees said, 'This man is not from God, for he does not 

keep the Sabbath.'  But others said, 'How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?'  

There was a division among them.  So they again said to the blind man, 'What do you say 

about him, since he has opened your eyes?'  He said, 'He is a prophet.' 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until 

they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, 'Is this 

your son, who you say was born blind?  How then does he now see?'  His parents 

answered, 'We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees 

we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes.  Ask him; he is of age, he will 

speak for himself.'  His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had 

already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the 

synagogue.  Therefore his parents said, 'He is of age, ask him.' 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, 

'Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.'  He answered, 'Whether he is a 

sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.'  They said to 

him, 'What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?'  He answered them, 'I have 

told you already, and you would not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you 

too want to become his disciples?'  And they reviled him, saying, 'You are his disciple, 

but we are disciples of Moses.  We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 

man, we do not know where he comes from.  The man answered, 'Why, this is a marvel!  

You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.  We know that God 

does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God 

listens to him.  Never since the world began has it been heard that any one opened the 



eyes of a man born blind.  If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.'  They 

answered him, 'You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?'  And they cast him 

out. 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, 'Do you 

believe in the Son of man?'  He answered, 'And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?' 

 Jesus said to him, 'You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you.'  He said, 'Lord, I 

believe'; and he worshipped him.  Jesus said, 'For judgment I came into this world, that 

those who do not see may see, and that those who see may become blind.'  Some of the 

Pharisees near him heard this, and they said to him, 'Are we also blind?'  Jesus said to 

them, ‘If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, "We see," your 

guilt remains.' 

 

What a wonderful story!--about lots of things, primary among which is that our assessment of a 

situation is not necessarily God's.  We discuss possible alternatives in many situations: is it 

such-and-such or so-and-so?  And Jesus comes along and says 'neither,' 'none of the above.'  We 

regularly assess situations and make pronouncements, usually in terms of blame and guilt.  And 

Jesus comes along and says 'none of the above.'  Jesus comes along to turn our negative into 

God's positive. 

 

The disciples, whose eyes had been opened to the fact that Jesus was the Messiah, the 

long-awaited one from God, still had limited vision.  They still had many unanswered questions. 

 One of the most prominent concerned sin and suffering.  As they walked along the crowded 

streets of Jerusalem and saw a man blind from birth, the question naturally arose as to the reason 

for his blindness.   

Blindness from a number of physical causes was common in the ancient near East.  The blind 

were due protection and compassion, and helping them was a mark of true piety.  At the same 

time blindness was considered a ritual blemish and neither blind animals were offered as 

sacrifices nor were blind men allowed to serve as priests.   

 

Even though blindness was caused from various physical diseases, the general interpretation was 

that blindness was punishment from God for some sin and could, therefore, only be cured by 

God.  The disciples wanted to understand about cause and effect, and used the blind man as an 

example.   

 

So of course the disciples, wanting a definitive answer on this perennial problem, asked Jesus.  

And the disciples were not the only ones concerned with the problem of sin.  The entire Jewish 

population was troubled.  And the rest of the story poignantly shows that physical sightlessness 

was a relatively minor problem compared to the spiritual blindness that abounded. 

 

We see four groups of people responding to the blind man: the disciples, the other Jews 

witnessing, the Pharisees, and his parents.  Instead of concentrating on what Jesus said (i.e., the 

blindness would be used as a means to manifest God's glory), all four groups concentrated on 

sin--the idea of sin and blame. 

 

The one character God wants us to focus our attention on is the blind man who received his sight. 



 His reaction was of awe and wonder and the immediate recognition that the one who performed 

the miracle had to be from God. 

 

Perhaps all four groups plus the blind man--all five characters or groups--represent parts of our 

own personality, and just as it takes all five to make up the parable, so it takes all five to make up 

the totality of our own story.  Again, what we're to concentrate on is the miracle of 

transformation--from blindness to sightedness.  Is there any more radical physical phenomenon? 

 I think not.   

 

The issue for us is not the birth defect that caused the blindness.  Nor is our issue why that sort 

of thing happens to some and not to others.  When we concentrate on these issues, we're back to 

the question of the disciples--who is guilty? who is to blame?  Rather, we are to concentrate on 

our own blindness. 

 

This story's presenting problem, that of blindness, represents all the various manifestations of 

sickness that appear in our society.  We are all victims of this sickness of being human, and we 

act it out in different ways, including whatever addictive or compulsive behavior that has become 

our story.  Four different groups of people witness the event, but the one who receives the 

miracle is a single individual.  We are single individuals--each in need of a special touch by 

God. 

 

Ultimately what is desired by God is that we might allow him to change whatever blindness we 

are manifesting into a manifestation of his glory.  God wants to remove the veil of spiritual 

unseeing from our personalities so that we can allow his glory to be seen through us.  Think of 

it.  God wants to change what we identify as our handicap into an instrument of his glory. 

 

Concentrate on the two individuals in the story--Jesus and the man who was given sight for the 

very first time.  Meditate on Jesus' statement that our affliction is not punishment from God but 

rather a means by which the works of God might be manifest in us. Ponder how we might 

cooperate with God, as did the blind man with Jesus, in order that the glory of the Lord might be 

seen in us. 

 


