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Scripture - John 6:14-35 

When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, "This is indeed the prophet 

who is to come into the world!" 

Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him 

king, Jesus withdrew again to the hills by himself. 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and 

started across the sea to Capernaum.  It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to 

them.  The sea rose because a strong wind was blowing.  When they had rowed about 

three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near to the boat.  

They were frightened, but he said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid."  Then they were 

glad to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which they 

were going. 

On the next day the people who remained on the other side of the sea saw that 

 there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with 

his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone.  However, boats from Tiberias 

came near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks.  So when 

the people saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into the 

boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus.   

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, "Rabbi, when 

did you come here?"  Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek me, not 

because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves.  Do not labor for the 

food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of man 

will give to you; for on him has God the Father set his seal."  Then they said to him, 

"What must we do, to be doing the works of God?"  Jesus answered them, "This is the 

work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent."  So they said to him, "Then 

what sign do you do, that we may see, and believe you?  What work do you perform?  

Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 'He gave them bread from 

heaven to eat.'"  Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who 

gave you the bread from heaven; my Father gives you the true bread from heaven.  For 

the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven, and gives life to the world."  

They said to him, "Lord, give us this bread always." 

Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, 

and he who believes in me shall never thirst. 

 

 

Our scripture begins after the miraculous feeding of the 5,000 with the single lunch of loaves and 

fishes offered by a youth.  The passage goes on to tell two other miracles: Jesus' walking on 

water and the immediate transport of the boat to the other side of the lake. 

 

Jesus performed many kinds of miracles during the three years of his ministry, most of which 

having to do with healing disease.  Those healings ranged from withered hands to demoniacs, 



from lepers to paralytics, from hemorrhages to restoring sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, 

and speech to the mute.  There are even three instances of his restoring life to the dead.  Yet 

much of the time he seemed reluctant to use his miraculous power and frequently cautioned the 

healed ones not to tell anyone. 

 

In this scripture we see him retreating to a mountain after  multiplying the loaves and fish 

because of what he perceived the crowd might do.  When the multitude finally catches up with 

him, he tries to emphasize that what God wants him to multiply is a kind of spiritual food for 

them rather than provide bread and fish for their stomachs. 

 

Man has always looked beyond himself for some sign of supernatural power, something he 

couldn't find within himself, something that represents an energy, a force that he might somehow 

be able to appropriate for himself.  Often magic was accepted as a substitute for miracle.  At the 

time when Jesus began his ministry, the culture into which he was born was looking expectantly 

for a miracle worker, one who manifested the power of God in a way that gave man a sense of 

salvation and joy. 

 

Man has often been willing to accept a magician as a substitute for a miracle worker.  Magicians 

can frequently pass themselves off as miracle workers, using a sleight of hand that is quicker than 

the eye to keep us from seeing everything and making us think we have seen things that we 

haven't.  Many magicians were operating in the Jewish world at the time of Jesus, all claiming to 

be the Messiah, the long-awaited one.  Jesus didn't want to be confused with these magicians.  

Jesus wanted to emphasize something even more important than his miraculous healing power. 

 

In recent years a play has been written which has achieved wide acclaim and numerous 

productions.  Entitled "The Miracle Worker," it tells the life of Helen Keller, blind, deaf, and 

mute from infancy and the patient and inspired guidance of her teacher, Anne Sullivan, who was 

able to teach her to read and write by Braille and even to speak.  Miss Keller went on to graduate 

from college with honors and became a writer and influential advocate in education for the blind. 

 The play is well named, for the accomplishments are nothing short of miraculous. 

 

Yet the miracle God wants for us is something even more wonderful than use of our five senses.  

One dictionary defines miracle as an event, whether natural or supernatural, in which one sees an 

act or revelation of God.  My definition is somewhat different and has to do solely with the 

inner, spiritual life of an individual.  I define miracle as something extraordinary that God 

intends to happen but which needs our cooperation in order to take place.  What we all want, 

even more than absence of disease or the overcoming of handicap, is a joyful experience of being 

alive.  Jesus' reluctance to perform miracles of physical healing indicate his fear of being labeled 

a magician.  He came to give us something even more important.  Jesus wanted to give the 

world the secret to the inner miracle, whereby we can experience God's miraculous spiritual 

bread of life. 

 

We all need a special kind of miracle.  It is not necessary for us to believe that miracles are 

possible.  All that is necessary is for us to want one. 

 



In order to perhaps more clearly focus on what you want and need, I invite you to take paper and 

pencil and participate in a brief exercise.  Answer the following four questions as best you can 

right now. 

 

1. What do you most want in your life--for yourself--right now? 

 

2. What do you most need right now? 

 

3. If the answers to number 1 and number 2 are not the same, which is more important to 

you right now? 

 

4. What has to happen in order for you to get number 3? 

 

You have now before you the beginning of your own internal dialogue that will lead, if you let it, 

to a miracle in your life.  These questions may not be the ones you are asking yourself right now. 

 No matter.  They are intended only as a starter--something to prime the pump of your own inner 

well.  I invite you to continue the dialogue.  All that is necessary is for your mind to think of an 

initial question whose answer you desire.  Write that question.  You will be amazed at what 

happens.  Your mind and hand become the scribe for two parts of your personality that 

desperately need to talk to each other.  The questions and answers are being sent through your 

mind in order that they can be listened to and recorded on paper.  Something happens in the 

writing that cannot otherwise happen.  Your mind doesn't need to work at thinking up questions 

or answers.  In fact, the mind needs to get out of the action and become simply a listener and 

recorder. 

 

You may need several conversations in order to get to the place where your conscious will can 

fully cooperate with the miracle God intends for you.  I urge you to keep paper and pencil close 

by so that anytime a conversation needs to take place, you can cooperate as scribe.  These 

conversations are among the most important work that you will ever do.  The resolution to these 

dialogues guarantees an experience of peace you will recognize as miraculous. 

 

Og Mandino has written a little book that contains a memorandum from God.  His instructions 

were to read it every day for 100 days.  I encourage you to get the book and follow the 

instructions. 

The Memorandum begins: 

To: You 

From: God 

Take counsel.  I hear your cry....  Know that I hear you....   Be at peace.  Be 

calm.  I bring thee relief for your sorrow for I know its cause... and its cure.   

You have no memory of that moment when first you emerged from your mother's 

womb and I placed my hand on your soft brow.  And the secret I whispered in your small 

ear when I bestowed my blessings upon you? 

Remember our secret? 

You cannot. 

The passing years have destroyed your recollection, for they have filled your mind 



with fear and doubt and anxiety and remorse and hate and there is no room for joyful 

memories where these beasts habitate. 

Weep no more.  I am with you.... 

.......................................................... 

Like a butterfly from its chrysalis you will fly...fly as high as you wish, and 

neither the wasps nor the dragonflies nor mantids of mankind shall obstruct your mission 

or your search for the true riches of life. 

Feel my hand upon thy head. 

Attend to my wisdom. 

Let me share with you, again, the secret you heard at your birth and forgot. 

You are my greatest miracle. 

You are the greatest miracle in the world. 

(The Greatest Miracle in the World, Og Mandino. New York: Bantam, 1977. pp 89-91.) 

 

Meditate upon God's Memorandum to you: 

"You are the greatest miracle in the world." 


