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Scripture: Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11: 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is he who has been born king 

of the Jews?  For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him.’ . . . 

and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over 

the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 

great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell 

down and worshiped him.  Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 

frankincense and myrrh. 

 

The story of the visit of the wise men is a wonderful enlargement of the Nativity story.  It tells us 

that the significance of the special birth is intended for everyone.  We call the season after 

Christmas, when the wise men arrived, Epiphany, which means revelation, manifestation, the 

appearance. 

 

These wise sages—kings perhaps—came from a far country, a different culture, a different 

religion.  they were looking for a sign of something wonderful—the birth of someone who could 

give them what they were not able to give themselves. 

 

They apparently were wealthy intellectuals, if not kings, for whom neither their IQ nor their 

riches satisfied some inner longing for something more wonderful.  And they wanted to see this 

one that was born, not send a congratulatory message but see him in the flesh, and bring him 

extravagant gifts. They wanted, not just to pay their respects, but to worship him. 

 

There is something about a newborn that seems to touch all of us.  Nearly every one of us will 

take advantage of an opportunity to get a first-hand view of an infant, even one belonging to a 

family we do not know.  And even the most hardened malcontent somehow melts a little at the 

sight of a baby. 

 

Each new infant represents a fresh start, a new beginning, one more opportunity for man to 

become all that he was intended to be, yet another possibility for some unspoiled one to find the 

way to the kingdom of God and to lead the rest of us to it. 

 

Keep that picture in mind as you hear yet another story.  

 

John 3:1-8: 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  This man 

came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come 

from God for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.’  Jesus 

answered him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew (or ‘from above’) he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.’  Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can a man be born when 

he is old?  Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?’  Jesus 



answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 

enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not marvel that I 

said to you, “You must be born anew.”  The wind blows where it wills, and you hear the 

sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is with 

everyone who is born of the Spirit. 

 

Nicodemus seems to have a lot in common with the wise men who came to visit the infant Jesus.  

He was a wealthy and well-respected intellectual.  He was also a Jewish leader.  He was a pillar 

of the society in which he lived, but all that did not satisfy.  Nicodemus recognized that Jesus had 

God’s special blessing because of the wonderful things he did.  Nicodemus also recognized that 

watching Jesus and believing He was a son of God wasn’t enough.  He came wanting to know 

how he could experience new life with God.  Jesus knew what he wanted and before Nicodemus 

could ask the question, Jesus gave him the answer. 

 

But Nicodemus didn’t quite understand the answer.  Jesus talked about two births: one of water 

and the other of the Spirit.  Regardless of our interpretation of the birth of water, the birth of the 

Spirit is unmistakable.  It is “from above,” of God, a birth quite different from our biological 

nativity.  In order to fully experience the abundant life God intends us to have, we need a 

different kind of birthday—a second birthday that only God can give. 

 

Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus indicates that he fully understood that hearing his teachings 

and witnessing his deeds were not enough for a man to experience the kingdom of God.  

Something extraordinary had to happen to each individual.  And that extraordinary something 

could only come from God. 

 

After some further conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus makes that wonderful statement that 

assures us God intends for everyone to have this second birthday: 

 

 John 3:16: 

 For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

 

 

 


