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Matthew 13:3-8, 24-30 

A sower went out to sow.  And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds 

came and devoured them.  Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they had not much 

soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, but when the sun 

rose they were scorched; and since they had no root they withered away.  Other seeds fell 

upon thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.  Other seeds fell on good soil and 

brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field; but 

while men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went 

away.  So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also.  And 

the servants of the householder came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in 

your field?  How then has it weeds?'  He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.'  The 

servants said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?'  But he said, 'No; lest 

in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them.  Let both grow together 

until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and 

bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.' 

 

Horticultural motifs are extensive in the stories of the New Testament.  Many of Jesus' parables 

have to do with seeds and fruition and the people who do the planting and cultivating and 

harvesting.  As the Jews, who had for generations been a nomadic herding people, became an 

agricultural people, cultivation became an important part of their life. 

 

Here in the South where we are still considered an agricultural region, these images from Jesus' 

stories are ones we can easily understand.  Even if we don't actually garden, we all can embrace 

the image of planting and harvesting --a wonderful image of the miraculous creative experience 

in nature, which represents on a spiritual level something more wonderful than we can imagine.  

As do all physical experience in the Bible, this one also represents something special on the 

spiritual level, something more wonderful than anything we witness in nature. 

 

The Jews did the best they could to describe the character of God, and they always ended up 

using physical images to describe the spiritual.  Jesus, following in this great tradition, did the 

same. 

 

 

What we have are two stories about planting and harvesting, both telling us important things 

about ourselves.  The first 

story contains no phrase indicating which element of the story is the symbol for God.  My 

suggestion is that all of the elements represent God: the sower, the seed, the good soil.  All 



elements of our dreams--or any good story--are part of our own personality.  Likewise, all good 

stories in the Bible tell us something about the nature and purpose of God. 

 

Remember one of the first things you learned about God: the table blessing "God is Great, God is 

good."  All God does is good.  He is the good sower who sows good seed--in good soil.  And 

each of you is good soil God created to receive his seed. 

 

Haven't we all had the longing from time to time to receive some good seed--some good word of 

hope, encouragement, a promise of something better for the future, something to make us want to 

keep on living?  What we're really longing for is a kind of germination where something 

wonderful grows inside us--like joy!  And no doubt from time to time we've caught a glimpse of 

that kind of seed, felt an inkling of what new growth in us would feel like--how that feeling 

would renew our hope. 

 

But then something happens.  Like birds devouring, or rocky ground, or scorching and drying 

up, or being choked like thorns.  Something keeps that ray of hope, that seed of encouragement 

from germinating and producing something new in us. 

 

We may even experience ourselves at various times as the devouring birds--not giving the seed a 

chance, or rocky ground--stubborn and willful--determined to do it our way, or shallow 

soil--immature, or choking thorns--too many other priorities. 

 

God's plan is that eventually we will allow ourselves to be--and experience ourselves as--the 

good soil into which his good seed finds the elements necessary for growth.  God keeps on 

planting seeds in us until we decide to cooperate with the process and allow them to grow. 

 

Now we come to the second parable.  The good seed is planted in good soil and we are ready for 

the good crop.  But life is never quite that simple and we might have expected some obstacle in 

the story.  Someone has planted weeds among the wheat.   

 

If you've ever farmed or had a vegetable garden, you know that no one needs to plant weeds; 

they're already there.  Even after we push away the rocks in our lives, dig out the thorns, 

cultivate and prepare the good soil for the seed, we still have the weeds to deal with.  Even after 

we get  rid of our stubbornness, our willfulness, our other priorities, even after we have given 

God permission to plant the good seed in us, there are still the weeds to deal with. 

 

But listen again to the story.  What does the sower say when his helpers ask what is to be done?  

God says 'don't worry about the weeds; I'll take care of that.'  God says our job is to let the good 

grain grow in us.  He'll get rid of the weeds when the time is right. 

 

At this point in your lives you may have allowed God to begin the germination process and you 

may feel impatient about the weeds you encounter.  You want everything fixed--NOW!  But 

that's not the way our vegetable gardens grow, and that's not the way our spiritual gardens grow. 

 

God is in charge of the growing season and when the time is right--on his schedule!--the weeds 



will be cast aside and there  will be much rejoicing over the harvest.   

 

Just remember: you are good soil and God has planted good seed within you!  The seed is the 

essence of God's own spirit and the fruition of that planting is going to be great joy!--the same 

gift the angels brought news of at the Nativity.  Remember??--'good news of a great joy that 

shall be for ALL PEOPLE!' 


