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Scripture: 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon 

a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple. 

 Above him stood the seraphim; each had six wings: with two 

he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with 

two he flew.  And one called to another and said: 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory. 

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of 

him who called, and the house was filled with smoke.  And I 

said: "Woe to me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, 

and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my 

eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!"  Then flew one 

of the seraphim to me, having in his hand a burning coal which 

he had taken with tongs from the altar.  And he touched my mouth, 

and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 

taken away, and your sin forgiven."  And I heard the voice of 

the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? 

 Then I said, "Here am I!  Send me." 

 

Isaiah's vision of the Lord was greatly enhanced by the appearance 

of the winged seraphim and their praise and activity. The host of 

winged angels tell us something amazing about God and all His heavenly 

creatures.  From early Christianity come artistic depictions not 

only of angels but also of the four gospel writers, all as winged 

creatures.  The continued use of these representations speak, among 

other things, of man's abiding desire to fly. 

 

Man's inability to actually sprout wings has led him to various 

substitutes.  Kite flying is one.  Kite flying is marvelous fun.  

It brings out the natural, playful child in each of us.  Only a minimum 

of materials is needed, and both the making and the flying of kites 

provides great enjoyment for young and old. 

 

Kite flying is also a term used in business and politics.  It means 

to test public opinion, to find out the response of others, with 

the hope of a positive reaction to some new product or service. 

 

In addition, kite flying is a euphemism for a curse.  When we tell 

someone to go fly a kite, we are, in the blandest sense, telling 

him to go away and leave us along.  In a stronger sense, we are using 

the image of doing something useless to damn him. 

 

Double entendre is a French phrase for something that has more than 

one meaning.  And kite flying is just that. On one end of the spectrum, 



it refers to an activity that appeals to the child in all of us.  

On the other extreme, it becomes a nice way of telling swearing at 

someone.  And in between it can refer to an experiment to test the 

wind of public opinion--to see what kind of support we have. 

 

Besides these various human definitions, kite flying suggests also 

a spiritual activity.  We are grounded in our humanness and yet the 

Spirit of God wants to enter us in such a way that enables us to 

fly as well as stand, to soar as well as walk, to experience our 

divinity as well as our humanity--not denying one or the other but 

experiencing and enjoying both.  God invites us to fly a kite for 

a reason more important than the world can give us. 

 

There is a spiritual dimension of using kite flying as a curse.  

In a sense, we must experience the curse in order to win the blessing. 

 Most of us have already experienced our uselessness.   We don't 

need for anyone to tell us to go to hell.  We've gotten there all 

by ourselves.  The paradox is that we must get to the very lowest 

place in order to be ready to experience the blessing God has for 

us.  Recall Isaiah's reaction as he compares himself to the vision 

of God surrounded with seraphim: "Woe is me! For I am lost." 

 

Just as businesses "fly kites" when they have something they are 

proud of, some product they are excited about, something to enrich 

the lives of consumers, so God has the same idea in his enticing 

us to fly a spiritual kite.  God keeps issuing the invitation, hoping 

our response will be positive. 

 

And as a leisure activity--kite flying as something we do just for 

the fun of it with no other purpose--God wants us to enjoy communion 

with Him with no other purpose than sheer joy.  God wants us to 

encounter Him in such a way that the experience lifts us high above 

the physical world. 

 

We fly paper kites when there is some obvious wind.  God's spiritual 

wind may not be obvious, but we can depend on it when we have an 

obvious need--when we most desperately need something to lift us 

up and take us beyond earth's groundedness. 

 

Benjamin Franklin proposed a theory of the relationship of lightning 

and electricity and proved it by his famous kite experiment.  I invite 

you to make and fly a kite--just for the fun of it--and while you're 

doing it remind yourselves that just as Franklin found a power greater 

than he himself could produce through kite flying, so God wants to 

give us a power greater than we can produce on our own. 



We must be willing to raise our spiritual kite in order to give God 

the opportunity to put into us His most potent power.  Just as the 

wind readily propels our paper kite, so God's Holy Wind eagerly waits 

to blow upon our spirit--to lift us high and make us dance with joy. 

 

Isaiah was filled with awe, then with remorse, and finally with 

enthusiasm.  See if the same pattern doesn't fit you, too.   

 

Make and fly a kite and while you're enjoying it, use it as a good 

omen of what God has in store for you: the miracle of filling you 

with His Spirit--His Holy Wind--in such a way that you will become 

a special messenger to others with His Good News. 

 

Meditate on the burning coal touching your mouth and the word of 

the Lord to you: "Your guilt is taken away; your sin is forgiven." 

 When we experience that in a personal way, we, too, will be able 

to respond as Isaiah, "Here am I; send me." 

 

 


