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Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 "The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out by 

the Spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the 

valley; it was full of bones.  And he led me round among them; 

and behold, there were very many upon the valley; and lo, they 

were very dry.  And he said to me, "Son of man, can these bones 

live?"  And I answered, "O Lord God, thou knowest."  Again he 

said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, O dry 

bones, hear the word of the Lord.  Thus says the Lord God to 

these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you 

shall live.  And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh 

to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 

and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord. 

 "So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, 

there was a noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came 

together, bone to its bone.  And as I looked, there were sinews 

on them, and flesh had covered them; but there was no breath in 

them.  Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son 

of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from 

the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 

may live.  So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 

came upon them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an 

exceedingly great host. 

 "Then he said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the whole 

house of Israel.  Behold, they say, "Our bones are dried up, and 

our hope is lost; we are clean cut off."  Therefore prophesy, and 

say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your 

graves and raise you from your graves, O my people; and I will 

bring you home into the land of Israel.  And you shall know that 

I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from our 

graves, O my people.  And I will put my Spirit within you, and 

you shall live, and I will place you in your own land; then you 

shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken, and I have done it, 

says the Lord." 

 

"Dem Bones Gonna Rise Again" 

 

De Lord, he thought he'd make a man. 

Dem bones gonna’ rise again. 

He'd make him out of mud and sand. 

He thought he'd make a woman, too. 

He didn't know exactly what to do, 

So, he took a rib from Adam's side 

And he made Miss Eve for to be his bride. 

He put them in a garden fair, 

He told 'em to eat whatever was there. 

But, one place they'd dare not go 

Oh, that's where them big apples grow. 

Now ole Miss Eve, she went a walkin' round, 

She see'd them trees all loaded down. 

Along come a snake, he was six foot three. 



Ol' Eve, she went a runnin' right up the tree. 

Now, that snake, he was coilin' round the trunk. 

At Miss Eve, his eyes he wunk. 

Ol'Eve went further up the tree 

She sunk her teeth, oh boy, whoopee! 

 

Chorus: 

I knowed it, knowed it. 

Indeed, I knowed it, knowed it. 

I knowed it, wheee, 

Dem bones gonna’ rise again. 

 

Now, the Lord, he come a snoopin' round. 

He seen them peelin's on the ground. 

"Adam, Adam, where art thou?" 

"Here's I, Master Lord, I's a comin' now." 

"You've been eating my apples, I believe." 

"No Sir, Master Lord, it was Miss Eve." 

Dem bones gonna rise again. (Chorus) 

 

Now the Lord, he rose up in his wrath. 

He told 'em to beat it right down the path. 

Yes, there they go out hand in hand. 

First the little lady, and then the man. 

Oh, poor ol' Adam, he's holding' the sack. 

Chile, I bet he wished he had that ol'rib back. 

Dem bones gonna rise again. (Chorus) 

 

Now of 'dis tale, there is no more, 

Nothin' left but the apple core. 

 

Spirituals have a way of getting to the essence of the message in 

a Biblical story. 

 

This song narrates the creation of man and woman, the eating of 

forbidden fruit, and expulsion from Paradise, but the refrain and 

chorus emphasize the rising of the bones, regardless of whatever 

else happened. In creation, God caused bones to rise, and the 

refrain reminds us that He can do it again and is going to do it 

again. 

 

The way children learn this song is in couplets with the refrain 

between and with motions.  At "rise again" hands and arms always 

go up in joy. 

 

Now please don't get the idea from the Ezekiel story that there 

were human bones lying about. Keep in mind that this was a 

vision--similar to what we would call a dream. 

 

Actually bones were as sacred to ancient Hebrews as they are to 

us today.  After death the bones were given very careful burial 

and the places of burial were preserved as carefully in Israel as 

they are here today. 

 



Bones represent the "rock" within us--the most permanent part of 

us. It is this most permanent part of us that God wants to touch--and 

move. 

 

In the Old Testament the word used for bone is from a root word 

meaning "to be powerful." Bones were also regarded as the source 

of all sensations (Interpreter's Dictionary).  So to ancient man 

bone also represented spirit and in a wider sense, the whole 

personality of the individual.  In Proverbs 17:22 we read that a 

cheerful heart is good medicine but a downcast spirit dries up 

our bones. 

 

Haven't we all had the experience of feeling as though something 

is drying up inside us? 

 

In the story I read God asks Ezekiel what he thinks about the dry 

bones becoming alive again.  Ezekiel says that only God knows the 

answer to that.  And then God tells Ezekiel to give the bones a 

message.  That message is that God can make the bones to rise 

again.  That God's word can do it!  Remember Genesis and all that 

the Word of God created?  Everything that is living!!!  What 

message does God most want us to receive?--that above all he 

wants us to live--with him--down deep in our bones. 

 

God says for Ezekiel to tell the bones what he will do--and he 

wants us to hear the same message.  He can do the same thing for 

us.  What is needed is for us to want--above everything--for our 

bones to have new life put in them. 

 

One of the essentials for new life is recognition of death.  

First we must admit that we are not only in the valley of the dry 

bones, but that we ARE dry bones.  The other essential for us is 

honestly and obedience to God.  Ezekiel answered God's question 

quite honestly.  He didn't know if the bones could rise again or 

not.  And we don't either.  When we feel a kind of death in our 

bones, we don't know if they can rise again or not.  What we do 

know is that we want new life. 

 

Just as there are three characters in the story, so there are 

three characters in our story: 

 1.the part that dried up, nearly died 

 2.the part that is God's messenger of prophecy and hope 

 3.the part that is God himself, working the miracle of new 

life in us. 

 

We can identify the first character, the dry bones.  But you may 

not have met the second character yet--the prophet, the messenger 

within you.  And to meet him I urge you to ask for a vision, a 

dream.  It won't be exactly like Ezekiel's but when it comes it 

will be exactly what you need.  It will give you the same hope 

and assurance that Ezekiel's gave him.  It will be a special 

message from God giving you a glimpse of new life in such a way 

that you will know that you want it more than anything else.  

 



The third character is God himself who has lived within our souls 

from our beginning and wants to be experienced by our whole 

being.  God wants so much for us to experience joy with him that 

he is willing to go through the "rattling" experience with us in 

order to bring our bones together again with new life in them.  

Our dream/vision will make us realize that we want new life 

enough to give God permission to make our bones rattle in 

whatever way they need to in order to rise again. 

 

There is a second spiritual inspired by this story--called simply 

"Dry Bones."  You probably remember it.  The head bone's 

connected to the neck bone.  The neck bone's connected to the 

shoulder bone, etc.  how all the bones of the body are naturally 

connected.  The image is also a natural ordering of spiritual 

bones.  And the refrain is "Now hear the word of the Lord."  The 

chorus repeats, "Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones; now hear the 

word of the Lord."  And it goes on to tell in no uncertain terms 

that the dry bones WILL WALK AROUND -- WILL RISE AGAIN. 

 

There is a positive quality in the songs--and in the story--that 

cannot be missed.  God can work the miracle.  God wants more than 

anything to give us this miracle.  All he needs is our 

permission.  Ask for a sign that your bones can rise again. Once you  

have a sign you will be able to give unconditional permission to God 

to do whatever is necessary.  Our participation is what God is  

waiting for. 

 

In the Ezekiel story God called to the four winds to provide 

breath for the bones.  That means God called upon all his power 

to give new life.  The Hebrew word for breath and spirit are the 

same--so you see, when we talk of bone, power, emotion, spirit, 

breath, we're talking about the same thing: the essence of our 

being and God's being within us. 

 

It is into our essence that God wants to breathe the breath of 

new life.  We're all probably familiar with the phrase "to feel 

something in one's bones."  To feel something in our bones is to 

feel the rightness of something quite beyond any ability to 

prove or even describe.  It is to experience something in such a 

way that we KNOW that it is so.  We feel it in the deepest 

recesses of our being.  This is where God wants us to know him 

and to experience new life and great joy--deep inside our bones. 

 

May your bones soon rattle and come together with new breath and 

life. 

 

 

PRAYER 

Dear God, send each of these a vision of what new life can be 

for them, a vision so powerful and exciting that they will 

realize how much they want it and ask for their own unique 

"rattling experience" in order to have the new life that you want 

so much to give them.  Amen. 

 



  

 


