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Scripture: Psalm 104:24-26 

O Lord, how manifold are thy works!  In wisdom hast thou made them all; the earth is 

full of thy creatures.  Yonder is the sea, great and wide, which teems with things 

innumerable, living things both small and great.  There go the ships, and Leviathan 

which thou didst form to sport in it. 

 

In the Psalms the Hebrews sang out to God whatever they felt most strongly in their hearts.  

Sometimes they sang sad songs, sometimes angry songs, and often songs of praise for the 

creation God had made.  Here the singer talks of the sea and its creatures and mentions 

Leviathan, the dragon, as a playful creature God has put within the great waters. 

 

Now listen to a quite different description of the dragon. 

Revelation 12:7-12: 

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon; and the 

dragon and his angels fought, but they were defeated and there was no longer any place 

for them in heaven.  And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is 

called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world--he was thrown down to the 

earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.  And I heard a loud voice in heaven, 

saying, 'Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 

of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, who 

accuses them day and night before our God.  And they have conquered him by the blood 

of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto 

death.  Rejoice then, O heaven and you that dwell therein!  But woe to you, O earth and 

sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is 

short!' 

 

Now listen to one of the most often quoted sayings of Jesus. 

Luke 17:20-21 

Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, he [Jesus] answered 

them, 'The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, 

"Lo, here it is!" or "There!"  for behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 

 

Notice the movement of dragon from positive character in the Old Testament to a negative 

character in the New Testament.  This change mirrors the movement in our imagination from the 

idea of Puff, the Magic Dragon, the playmate of our childhood, to the adult image of a ferocious 

and life-threatening mythological being. 



In our day children are fascinated with dinosaurs and eagerly memorize the difficult names and 

learn to identify the species and their habits.  Their interest in extinct beasts represents a young 

imagination that delights in the idea of benevolent dragons. 

 

At about age four or five a child's psyche begins to divide into two parts, and the dragon begins 

to change personality.  This is the age where children begin to have nightmares, often being 

chased by a thoroughly frightful monster.  Children's play time is still filled with fanciful 

imagination, but their dreams often become real horrors. 

 

This paradoxical view of the dragon is graphically demonstrated in the Eastern and Western 

artistic depictions of the beast.  In the Orient the dragon emerges from the water as a truly 

amazing benevolent creature--filled with the essence of life, energy, and vitality.  He fits the 

image the psalmist gives us.  He represents the spirit of the people and can fly even though he 

has no wings.   

 

The Western dragon generally has enormous wings but seldom is painted in flight.  He seems 

tied to the land and represents two of man's worst traits.  He greedily hoards things he has no use 

for--beautiful damsels and great riches, and his violent and destructive nature threatens the 

well-being of all.  Whereas the Eastern dragon is the image of all that life is intended to be, the 

Western dragon is the image of what we think needs to be annihilated. 

 

The image from Revelation fits our Western notion of the dragon.  And the story of the 

archangel Michael becomes translated into a story of a powerful human, St. George, who slays 

dragons and rescues maidens and protects human life.  This image of St. George--or 

anyone--slaying dragons, has become our most prevalent national myth.  Everywhere we go 

people talk about having some dragons to slay.  Indeed there are many dragons in our lives that 

we are capable of slaying.  But there is one that cannot be killed. 

 

Our normal response to something fearful is either 'fight or flight.'  If we have enough energy, 

we try to slay the dragon.  If not, we try to run away from it.  Neither approach works, however, 

with this one powerful dragon within that cannot be killed.  What is needed is a third strategy. 

 

There is an amazing true story that comes from a tribe of aborigines in Malaya.  These people 

have lived in peace and harmony for hundreds of years.  Anthropologists attempting to discover 

the reason have discovered something astonishing. The adults teach their children at an early age 

that the monster that chases them in their dreams has a gift for them and they must turn and face 

it and ask what they must do to get it.   

 

These wise simple people know the truth of what Jesus said--"The kingdom of God is within 

you."  The dragon within us, the one that we cannot slay, has a gift for us.  In order to 

experience the kingdom, we must converse with what seems to be keeping us from the kingdom 

and find out what is required of us. 

 

This dialogue approach involves neither a brave act nor a leap of faith.  Nor does it represent 

surrender.  Our free will is always left in tact.  The dialogue is a kind of sitting down at the 



negotiation table to see if an agreement can be achieved.  To learn what the dragon requires of 

us in order to give us the gift, we must ask some questions.  And perhaps he needs to ask us 

some questions.  At any rate, the decision to cooperate is always ours.  No one coerces us into 

anything against our will.  There is no risk.  We are still in control. 

 

What we find, however, is that we want the abundant life God promises us, want it enough to 

cooperate with whatever the dragon has in mind in order for us to receive it.  Dialogue with your 

dragon and see for yourself. 

 

Meditate upon the Scripture "The kingdom of God is within you." 

 


