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Scripture: 

I Peter 1:3-9 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

 By his great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 

to an inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are guarded 

through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 

time.  In this you rejoice, though now for a little while you 

may have to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of 

your faith, more precious than gold which though perishable 

is tested by fire, may redound to praise and glory and honor 

at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  Without having seen him 

you love him: though you do not now see him you believe in him 

and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy.  As the outcome 

of your faith you obtain the salvation of your souls. 

 

John 20:19-29 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, 

the doors being shut where the disciples were, for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, "Peace 

be with you."  And when he had said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side.  Then the disciples were glad when they 

saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. 

 As the Father has sent me, even so I send you."  And when he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive 

the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not 

 with them when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told 

him, "We have seen the Lord."  But he said to them, "Unless 

I see in his hands the print of the nails, and place my finger 

in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in his side, I will 

not believe." 

Eight days later, his disciples were again in the 

 house, and Thomas was with them.  The doors were shut, 

but Jesus came and stood among them, and said, "Peace be with 

you."  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see 

my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do 

not be faithless, but believing."  Thomas answered him, "My 

Lord and My God!"  Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because 

you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

believe." 

 

Probably we have all used the term "doubting Thomas" in reference 



to someone who is skeptical concerning what others consider facts, 

and perhaps we ourselves have been called a "doubting Thomas" more 

than once.  This doubting Thomas John describes is not a negative 

character.  He sets a role model for us.  Not only are we occasionally 

doubting Thomases, but we need to be.  Thomas demanded proof in order 

to believe and we are called to do the same if we would have the 

relationship with God that we are intended to have--the kind of 

relationship that exclaims with Thomas, "My Lord and my God!" 

 

Someone has said that faith is believing in something that cannot 

be proved.  Faith, no matter how strong, is however, a substitute 

for knowing.  God wants to prove to us who He is and who we really 

are.  God wants us to know Him, be at one with Him, not simply believe 

that He exists and that he has performed certain acts. Jesus said 

we will know the truth and the truth will make us free.  The truth 

that frees us is a truth that embraces the both/and of life rather 

than the either/or.   

 

Thomas announced that unless he put his fingers in the nail prints 

in Jesus' hands and his hand in the side which felt the sword, he 

could not believe that a resurrection had occurred.   

 

Jesus comes with the scars of his wounds.  And we come with the scars 

of our wounds.  Jesus' wounds were visible, physical.  Many of our 

wounds are invisible, but they are deep injuries all the same.  The 

fact that we are alive today proves that we have survived injuries 

that might have taken us very close to death.  We carry with us, 

within us, our own proof that we have experienced deep personal 

wounds. Our deepest wounds rarely produce visible scars but the 

invisible scars are nonetheless our personal proof.  These wounds 

may not prove anything to anyone else, but they are living proof 

to us.  We know.  We know. 

 

The letter of Peter reminds the early Christians--and us--that by 

God's great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We have been born anew to the 

living hope of a personal resurrection, a resurrection as real and 

yet as mystical and mysterious as that of Jesus of Nazareth.   

The Apostles' Creed contains the line 'I believe in the Resurrection 

of the body,' which can be given several interpretations.  What we 

latch on to from Peter's letter is the sure and certain hope that 

somehow in this flesh, in this physical body, in this present 

incarnation, we will experience a kind of resurrection that gives 

us the post-Resurrection peace Jesus experienced and wanted to share 

with his disciples. 

 

Our Resurrection experience--our knowing the living God, can be as 

real and provable to ourselves as the reality of the bread we eat 

in commemoration of the many meals Jesus shared in Galilee.   

 



Easter is the most important festival in Orthodox Christianity.  

On that day each year one greets another, not with 'Happy Easter!' 

but with 'He is risen!'  And the response is always 'He is risen 

indeed!'  All over Eastern Europe the greeting is passed back and 

forth among Christians of all ages.   

 

The story of Jesus' Resurrection, whether it actually happened or 

not, means that we can have a Resurrection in this life.  And when 

we, having undergone our personal Calvary and tomb-stay, then 

experience our own Resurrection, we, too, can cry with new awareness, 

'He is risen!' knowing that it is God who has resurrected new life 

in us.  It is our own divinity that has indeed been resurrected in 

us. Hallelujah! 


