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Scripture 

Genesis 3:8-13 

And they (Adam and Eve) heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord 

God among the trees of the garden.  But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 

"Where are you?”  And he said, “I heard the sound of thee in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; and I hit myself.”  He said, “Who told you that you were naked?  

Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  The man said, “The 

woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.  Then 

the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”  The woman said, 

“The serpent beguiled me, and I ate.” 

 

Adam hid in the bushes because he recognized his nakedness, his vulnerability.  You have been 

hiding in a bottle.  God is posing to you the same question he directed to Adam: “Where are 

you.”  “Why are you hiding from me?” 

 

Adam was ashamed because he had disobeyed God.  He had done the one thing God told him not 

to do.  He had broken faith with God.  He had transgressed the sacred taboo. 

 

And what about you?  Haven’t you done the same thing?  Didn’t God tell you that you are the 

temple of his Holy Spirit?  That your task is to keep that temple pure for the worship of the 

Almighty?  That the covenant between the two of you requires you to acknowledge and keep 

safe your own sacredness? 

 

God asked Adam what he had done, knowing full well the answer.  God gave Adam a chance to 

confess and express remorse.  Adam confesses, blames Eve for the disobedience, but expresses 

no remorse.  God clothes the two in fig leaves and sends them out of Paradise. 

 

And you?  God is giving you the same opportunity to confess and express remorse.  You are 

savvy enough to know that in your case there’s no blaming someone else.  You know that in 

your case there’s no blaming someone else.  You know you must should the entire credit for 

brining yourself to this point. 

 

It’s time for you to reply.  What will you say?  Why are you hiding in that bottle?  Because you 

found yourself naked and realized you had broken trust with God?  Because you couldn’t stand 

what you had done and tried to drown your shame in drink? 

 

After your confession and remorse what will you do?  Ask God to get you out of that bottle and 

take you to Eden to begin again?  I hope so.  I think that’s what god wants to hear. 

 



And getting  you out of that bottle will take some doing.  You must let God transform you into 

tears in order to be poured out of the bottle and into a new form.  You must give God permission 

to make you into a substance that can be poured out of a narrow bottle neck and into the original 

mold of a child of God.  God will not coerce you.  You must want a new beginning more than 

anything and cooperate with God by giving permission to Him to do whatever needs to be done.  

Remember how Jesus, in the agony of his predicament, gave God permission in the form of 

cooperation : “Thy will be done.” 

 

 


