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Scripture: 

Matthew 3:  

 4: Now John wore a garment of camel hair, and a leather girdle around his waist; and his 

food was locusts and wild honey.  Then went out to him Jerusalem and all Judea and all the 

region about the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 11: ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier 

than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 

fire. ‘ 

 

Ancient man participated in water purification rites as he wanted to feel prepared to present 

himself before his deity.  Purification rites have continued in various religions to this day.  

Symbolic rites are part of regular liturgy in some and special water rites are used in others. 

 

What kind of baptism do you want?  or need?  if any? 

 

Think of a bodily purification each time you bathe.  Think of Spirit each time you wash your 

hands. John baptized with water as a sign of repentance and purification. John said Jesus would 

baptize with the Holy Spirit. Jesus promised Spirit of God to those who followed him.  The Holy 

Spirit is available to each of us—to baptize us into our real Self. 

 

At Pentecost tongues of flame made the atmosphere quite warm around the disciples who wanted 

a visitation of The Spirit of God.   All who were baptized by the Spirit began to speak in various 

tongues, and each understood the other. Quite a miraculous event! 

 

If water washes soil from the external of our bodies, what will it take to wash away soil from our 

inner selves? Nothing less than a miracle from God. 

 

The Psalmist says: “Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. “  We know he is not talking 

about skin color.  What kind of washing is he asking God to do for him? 

 

Jesus told his disciples he would send The Spirit after he died.  He was simply stating what 

always had been and will be—God’s Spirit hovering over the earth every day for every one.—

just as it hovered at creation.  Look at the word hover and what God’s Spirit did at creation. 

 

Some say baptism symbolizes our dying with Jesus and being resurrected as a new being.  Isn’t 

some kind of dying necessary for us to be born of the Spirit in such a way that we repeat the 

Pentecost story?  Something in us needs to die if we are to have space for God’s Spirit to enter 

and dwell within us.  Something needs to be spiritually washed away in order for us to be God’s 

new creature. 

 



From water to spirit to fire—the fire in the belly—the passion for life, passion for being alive.  

Passion for our relation with God and how that spills out into other relationships.  Wherever you 

are—everything—your thoughts, prayers, words are your worship—because your being is open 

to and filled with the Holy Spirit.   

 

And as you tell your story, because under the skin we are so much alike, others will recognize 

something of themselves in it. Your story becomes your new Pentecost language and with it you 

are inviting others to tell theirs—and initiate their spiritual baptism so their Pentecost language 

will come to them from the Holy Spirit. 

 


